Editorial In defence of the “MeiraPaibis”

Monday, April 1, 2019 By- MutumY oiremba as the triumph of feminism, of modernity but embraced are to say this problem persists
modernity and of libertySo these modernisation. They did not go oneverywhere and it is universal, | am
With the Utlou incident and many sites of western electronic musicdhe western cultural path tosorry but that is not feminism but
° incidences preceding it, this articleand red liquors and jeans andjlobalisation and dropped theirpatriarchy in guise of feminism. The
LS PO CAB comes at a time in when the publicbleached blonde hair that look likeculture, but embraced modern‘English educated feminists” even
® opinions are divided into two we are in Miami Beach aretechnologies and the knowhow ofwith their access to western and
L3 simple views: One, that the supposedly the sites of modernitygenerating those technologies. Buglobal critiques of modernity has
factor and Man] pur MeiraPaibis are wrong, it is an of the upcoming generatigniiberal what modernity does is only blatantly embraced modernity as
encroachment of freedom, andculture’s win against the produce a lifestyle that createsthe site of liberating feminist
i i hence an outburst against this “oldconservative, oppressive, old anduyers of the new lifestyle, andpolitics. But on the contrary
with ]l.JSt 10 days and 18'days to go for the outdated institution"gl'wo, which outdated culture that seeks tdience the cafes, and rave partiemodernity creates uncritical and
outer Mampur ar1(.j Inner Manlpur Lok Sabha Poll was that what the young womenimprison us in “Phaneks” andand music festivals. While we look passive consumers of western
respectively, political parties across the state are did at the partywas the public “Khudeis”. The party at Utlou was at ourselves and realise we don'tifestyle not active agents of

engaging in hectic poll campaign across the state. defecation of social moralities andone such site and the¥@aosang have any technological knowhowspolitical struggle. Feminism and the
Promises after promises, criticisms after criticisms that the society must be defendedock festivals and DJ musics and théo actually build any of the productsfight against patriarchy will certainly
among rival candidates fill the air of Manipur. It is against this defecation. booming Cafes in Manipur are suctwe are so eager in using as a part gfersist there too by #'a hole deeper

But it is my not so humble attemptother sites. These are the sites waodern lifestyle. than the feudal patriarchy and

not.only in this tiny st'at‘e- of Ma”"’.“r t.'Ut acf°55 the to complicate this simplicity and will most often find these feminists What modernity also does isconservative cultures that reign
entire country that similar situation is notice. We create a third opinion different in of the modern world, we will conceal the deep patriarchy thabver us. The patriarchal relations in
are witnessing the biggest festival of democracy. totality and in opposition to both; probably find these feminists of thepersists in our society throughthe old conservative culture are
But the air is murky in the state of Manipur and in the hope of more such differentmodern world lurking on Facebook,pretentious new cultural practicesmore explicit and identifiable, like

the so call biggest festival gives neither joy nor hopes multitude of opinions. It comes out expressing and propounding thdike creating equal sites of accessurfew after dark for young women,
to the people. In outer Manipur Parliamentary of the_concern tha_t we have_been_deas_of liberty too. But, my Ilkethecafes,_mus_lcfestlvalswhlchwhlch makes it easier for us to
tit It ther 8 didat in the fi stupefied by “English education”. intentions are to prove thewas not possible in the old culture.actually set more concrete political
constituency aitogether & candidates are in the fray. We as a society push for raising thepretentiousness and thereby th&his new culture makes it seem likeobjectives in the fight against
The Indian National Congress (INC), the Bharatiya educational standards throughstupidity of their feminism; now that since women can weampatriarchy like ending this
Janata Party (BJP), the Naga People’s Front (NPF), “English” or “Western” education, although only in the hope ofjeans it is changingor now thatcurfewThe liberating force lies then
National People’s Party (NPP), Nationalist Congress but ha_ve that on_Iy led us to promoting a d_ifferentv t_vrand of awomen are promotedv to be morenotin modernitybutthe mechanism"
Party (NCP), North East India Development Party promotion of publlc_and social rathermorerad|ca|fem|n|smtha_tc_arEngI|sh educated it is m_oreof resistance the ‘ungducate_d
(NEIDP), Janata Dal United all field their candidate stupldlty a_md promotion of more actu_ally overthrow thg feudallstlcllberat_lng_. But th|§ Englls_h women have for ages built up while
’ . L obscurity in our judgements? Haspatriarchy our society is so deeplyeducation it promotes is educatiorEnglish ~ educated modern

for the Outer seat. One Independent candidate is our version of the English soaked in and any other forms obnly up to a point where she can béfeminists” are busy on Facebook

also contesting the election. education failed in creating any patriarchy that emerges hence. a faithful consumer of this new and Cafes.

For the inner Manipur Parliamentary Election 11 critical thinking? Have we just | would call this the “de-colonial culture. Because this new cultureThe progressive forces in the west
candidates are in the fray. And the poll date is on become willing slaves of modernity? feminism”, and this form of feminism needs everyone to aspire for théas been trying to organise women
April 18 These are a few questions thigs a_bc_)ut practicing an indigenouswestern lifestyle and in order to dofor more than three centuries and it

cr . . s writing intends to touch on. feminism. In contrast to the ideas othat access to the global network ohas not been able to come up with

With the campaign gearing up by all the political | choose to engage with theequating anything to do with communications like Facebook,an institution as organised and
party peoples’ mind seem to be diverted from where “feminists” of Manipur first, modernity and being liberally InstagramYouTube, SatelliteTV, based on a voluntary principle as
it should be not only for the state of Manipur but because for some miraculoustolerantas feminism, it seekstolooletc is needed; and Englishthe “MeiraPaibis”. But my defence
also from all the people of the North East. reasons western education hasat the ideals of modernity andeducation makes the access easieests here on the existence of the

People across the north East seem to forget that PleSSS_d ttlem with this word calledmodernisation from a critical andand fasterwe can concede, theseinstitution itself not the objectives
the entire North East, particularly the state of feminism ,althoughvgryhterally _apprehenswe lens. Not_ioubtwe livglobal networks can _give it has;_ the ability fo_r women to
: ’ L. not the concepts, ideals, theinthe age of globalisation, and thatonnectedness and can be liberatingrganise a collective and the
Manipur was nearly burnt due to decision by the principles or the debates on thesooner or later we will have to be aand useful, but one other thing itpotential it holds in shaping
political party in power at the Center (i.e ) that is variants of feminism. The incident society embracing modernisationalso does is promote a westerrpolitics, and we have seen that it
the BJP. The decision to pass the Citizenship at Utlou led to one side of the publicBut de-colonial thinking does notlifestyle, it is evident from the can overturn political order like in
Amendment Bill 2016 at turned the entire North East opinions that converged at theequate modernity with contents of advertisements as &upi Lal. But what differentiates the
states into a battle field like situation with violent denouncement of thg MelraPalbls.mo_d_ernlsatlon. Modernity is thetestament. But the_pomt being thaNupi Lal fromt_he Ut_Iou mcndem_or
. . And from some magic done by thepolitical and cultural system thatthe English education we currentlyrestaurant drives is the political
protest everywhere. The situation resumed to | g ofbeing an English educate¢ame from Europe first throughhave does not enable us to developbjectives set out by the institution
normalcy only after the BJP led government failed man or woman or gay or lesbian orBritish colonialism directly a critical faculty of the mind to of MeiraPaibisAnd despite having
to table the Bill at the Rajya Sabha. trans or whateverthey seem to persisted through economicquestion the lifestyles being soldthis immense collective weapon
Leaving aside other issue, it is natural that CAB champion the cause of feminism,policies adopted by the Indianbut only furthers it. Modernity is called the institution of
should be an issue for the state of Manipur and that explicitly or covertly directly or glovberlr_1me_nt, gnd clclJ_minﬁesthrougmeas_t ir'11te_re_'stedI in is brezijki_ng“l\r?elilraPaibis” if wehz;ge unable (tjo
ipd indirectly; and it became cries of theglobalisation by selling the westernpatriarchy it is only interested in challenge patriarchybut instea
of other N°4rth East state. Political analyst Syggested “feminiits". The cries echoed culture through films and making u)é consum{:rs and the partwnher;?atrigrchal practices like the
CAB - an issue of the Lok Sabha Election. But fascinating pretentious ideas of aadvertisements. Modernity thenat Utlou was a celebration of thislooking at, of drinking women as

surprisingly BJP President Amit Shah during an election just social order but with rather sells us “ways to live our lives”, of modern consumerism and notwhores”, where are you English
campaign at Assam said that CAB will be introduced convincing taglines like “Stop Mob “economic aspirations” of a “city feminism. educated Sahebs and Mem Saheb?
in the country if BJP comes to power. This was again Justice”, “personal freedom is atand modern lifestyle” without This is when | come in defence ofWith your access to the world you
followed by Ram Madhav , another leader of the stake”, “what is wrong with women actual o modernlsauon. the Melr_aPa|b|s. For centurit_es, thecan set the objectives rightour

: . P . drinking?”, etc and etc and so onModernisation is not abouteconomic system that complimentsienouncement of MeiraPaibis is not
BJP, while Atalklng here "1 Imphal at Hotel"Class1c and so fold. adopting cultural values thatthis modernity has caused so muclyour call but the force of modernity
Grande during a so called “Intellectual Meet” of the But why do | say pretentious ideassupport the buying of more finishedwars and exploitation. The westspeaking through your mouth and

BJP. He was quoted by newspaper and electronic or mock at the feminists? Becausdoreign products but it is aboutitself that we so much aspire to betrying to dismantle an institution
media as saying that the CAB will not affect the this brand of feminism ever sobringing in “new technological has had their fair share of problemghat can fight patriarchy in feudal
state of Manipur or North East. prevalent in the English educatedinfrastructures”, in hedulcr?tionalgf pﬁatriarcgyThe irl1lusion created arl]‘ld in rgodern forlmsAé:omhe over to

e : folks has nothing to do with the institutions, in ealth, in by this modernity has given accesshis side, we already have the

As for' o_ther political part_y particularly the ideals of gender%quality or of theconstructions, of giving up of old to women the lifestyles equally mechanisms to fight patriarghyou

Congress, it is clear that‘ they will oppose tooth and abolition of social hierarchy basedinefficient ways of producing in a enjoyed by man, of drinking, of are giving it away to the men; the
nail if non - secular law like CAB be put up for passing on sexual preferences. Rathéire  society; of the knowledge capacitypartying, of more social lives. But it sites of modernity is no greener
at the Parliament. President of the Congress Party party at Utlou that was close to abuilt up to learn the new technicalhas never given equal payever pasture for changing the social order
Rahul Gandhi during his visit in the state had stated rave party if not exactly one, is beingknowhows. Examples are Chinagsolved sexual discrimination, rapewe so much yearn. It has nothing
that his party will definitely challenge if any party celebrated now by these feministsKorea, Japan that did not embracequal participation in politics. If we but English manures!

force to pass such a Bill. The writer is a part of the minuscule voices that differentiates and denounces modernity but embraces modernisation. The writer

The Communist Party, the North East India is a research student at JNU, trying to unlearn modsBuitytact email: myoi497 @gmail.com
Democratic Party (NEIDP) and others whoever

contesting the election make their stand clear on

the issue of CAB. Yes, they will finally oppose the w
A8, if one takes a deep look into the political CharacterCaliber Capacity & Conduct Vice President

theatre, this lok sabha election should be between PIB

. of every citizen to ensure that thethe constitution. emphasized that peace was the
those who are against the CAB and those who are The Vice President of India, M. social harmony in our country wasThe Vice President said that Indiaprerequisite for progress of any
supporting the CAB. Venkaiah Naidu has called fornot disturbed in any wayie called has always been a proponent oiation.Any kind of conflict or strife

What is more surprising the confidence of the concerted effortg, to eliminatg theupon the media to conduct apeace and believed in thewould prevent developmental
BJP in this lok sabha election. If the party win and menace of terrorlsm,_tat_:kle climateperformance audit of parties andphilosophy of “\asudhaiva prospects of the region.

N date to thei didate it is a cl change, remove social inequalitiescandidates and place a progresKutumbakam” which treats entire Saying that India has been a victim
_g“’? man e to e?r 'can idate 1t 1s clear alleviate poverty and minimize thereport before the people to enablevorld as one familyHe said that of the menace of cross-border
indication that the majority of the people support urban rural divide to build a peacefulthem make an informed choice. Hendia, being a votary of peace anderrorism, the/ice President said that
the CAB and the hue and cry was voice of the harmonious and happy nation.  said the people too must seekion-violence from time immemorial, Terrorism could never be treated with
minority. This justification may not be correct as Speaking at a felicitation functionaccountability and performancealways wishes to have cordialid gloves. He asked the world
the candidates contesting with “no CAB” issue may organized by the/ice Presidens reports from candidates and theelations with all countries and community to come together to ‘fight

PR friends and well wishers in parties. peoples around the world. out and root outerror

ge}t VOFeS but if dls.t ributed to the 10 other than a Visakhapatanam today following theReferring to the trend of politicians Referring to the Honorary DoctorateShri Naidu said that the United Nations
minority buF magic number may push the BJP recent conferment of Doctor Honorisswitching parties, theice President conferred upon him, th&ice must conclude at the earliest the
candidate as its elected representative. Causa upon him by the Peacsaid that such people must resign t@resident said the honour was nateliberations on the Comprehensive

On the issue of CAB this news paper had time University of Costa Rica in their posts before seeking re-for an individual but a reflection of Convention on Internatiori@rrorism
and again highlighted its probable impact to the recognition of his contribution to the election. the global acknowledgement andoroposed by India and take action

; rule of law democracysustainable Referring to the importance of therecognition of the age-old values ofagainst those promoting terrdWe

people of the region. k : h

development and peace, helectoral process in strengtheningeace and harmony embedded ineed to name & shame those who
emphasized that Peace waslemocracy he said that people Indian philosophy promote terror as a state policy and

g prerequisite for progress of anyshould elect representatives whdbserving that he felt doubly cut their aid, he added.

nation Any kind of conflict or strife possess Charact&aliber Capacity honored to have received theTheVice President alsoged every

would prevent developmentaland good Conducisking people Honorary Doctorate at a time whercitizen to strive to protect the

0385-2452159 (O). prospects of the region. “Oneto exercise their franchise, the Shrthe world is commemorating theenvironment, reduce pollution,

the office at Cell cannot pay attention to developmenhaidu said that vote was not just al50th birth anniversary of Gandhi ji,promote greeneryconserve water

any purpose if there is tension”, he added. right but a responsibility bestowedwho had demonstrated to the worldodies and ensure that development
. Shri Naidu said that it was the dutyupon the citizenry by the framers ofthe power of non-violence, hedoes not disrupt natural resources.




